23/4/09

I would like to nominate Pat LaRoche for the Unsung Hero Award.

Pat is the Coordinator for Piha Coastcare and has been for as long as I can remember – many years.   This role brings some bouquets from those that appreciate the endless work of environmental volunteers but just as many critics - people who do not understand the valuable roll that spinifex and other natives play in restoring our dunes – the buffer between the land and sea or the many natives planted under her guidance that just blend into the environment..

How Pat has continued in her voluntary roll for so long I don’t know but it shows her dedication to the health of our waterways, dunes and beautiful environment.  Pat not only coordinates Piha CoastCare’s work, she liaises with WCC and physically does hours and hours and hours and hours of ‘feet on the ground, get dirty’ work.  It’s hard to wander around Piha and not see an area that has been cleaned up, planted or improved in some way by CoastCare if not Pat herself.    Pat has been hugely supportive of the Beach Valley Project as well. 

http://www.pihabeach.co.nz/Piha-Coastcare---Beach-Valley-Rd-Weedfree.htm 
On a personal level Pat’s very gentle approach with me, when she saw me starting work on our property about 5 years ago now, in order to introduce me to Coastcare and WCC’s staff and assistance was very diplomatic and although history now a great journey for me. 

In March this year Piha Coastcare hosted the NZ Dunes Restoration Trust’s Annual Conference at the Piha SLSC.  This was a 4 day event bringing some 90 experts, council staff, interested members of the public and volunteers from all over NZ to Piha. To clinch the Conference was fabulous for Piha’s economy and Waitakere’s Eco vision.   Pat pulled the whole thing together.

http://www.pihabeach.co.nz/Piha---Dunes-Restoration-Trust-Conference-2009.htm  
Should Pat be selected for an Award it could not go to a more deserving volunteer and would be long overdue.

Regards

Bobbie Carroll

Piha, Waitakere

